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Fact Sheet: Airedale Terrier 
 
Dog type:  terrier 
 
History: 
 The Airedale Terrier was bred around 1850 in Yorkshire. The breed has been used 

around the world to hunt game. 
 Since 1850 the terrier has had different names - the Working, the Waterside, and the 

Bingley Terrier - but it has been called the Airedale Terrier since 1879.  
 During World War I Airedales were used as a reliable messenger dogs and sentries. 

 
Did you know…?  
 Airedales are good at swimming.  
 Airedales have been used for police work, as guard dogs and as guide dogs for the 

blind. 
 The Airedale is known as the ‘King of the Terriers’ because of its size and strength. 

 
Airedales as pets:  
 Popular at dog shows. 
 Strong, muscular and sturdy. 
 Need plenty of exercise. 
 Faithful friends. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2003 Dogs Trust Learning Zone 


